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The Association of Environmental and
Engineering Geologists held its 50”
Anniversary Annual meeting in Los
Angeles in September 2007. With
over 700 geologists in attendance,
Marie Garsjo from the NDCSMC and
other NRCS geologists met and net-
worked with geologists from around
the world.

A series of courses and field trips
were offered. A one-day course enti-
tled “Estimation of Soil Properties for
Foundation Design” focused on field
investigation methods. Field trips in-
cluded Santa Catalina Island, a tectoni-

Jon Fripp, NDCSMC Stream Mechan-
ics Engineer, recently returned from
Afghanistan where he assisted with
conducting a “Forestry Partners
Workshop” on behalf of USAID, Af-
ghanistan's Alternative Development
and Agriculture Office (ADAG), in
Kabul. This effort supported the Par-
ticipating Agency Service Agreement,
“Biodiversity Conservation and Natu-
ral Resource Management.”

Workshop participants were from a

cally complex and controversial area.
Another destination was St. Francis
Dam, which failed in 1928 and killed
approximately 432 people. This tragic
event gave birth to professional regis-
tration for engineers, and inception of
state agencies that assess dam and
reservoir safety. The final field trip
was to La Conchita. This coastal city
experienced a landslide in 1995. The
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area is within a much larger slide com-
plex that had lain dormant and had
not been identified. Luckily, no one
was hurt but many houses were de-
stroyed. Ten years later, another
landslide occurred in this same area.
This time ten people were victims of
this catastrophic event.

The field trips vividly demonstrated
that “civilization exists by geologic
consent.” The 2008 meeting will be
held September 15-20 in New Or-
leans. This is a professional develop-
ment opportunity that all NRCS ge-
ologists should consider attending.
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VISION: Excellence in application of conservation engineering technology.

MISSION: To provide interdisciplinary technical support for design, construction, opera-
tion, and rehabilitation of complex engineering projects essential to resource conserva-
tion, environmental enhancement, and agricultural productivity.

PRODUCTS: Products are service based and include engineering technology develop-
ment, technology transfer (e.g., workshops and formal training), independent reviews,
and site specific soil mechanics testing and/or production design work in support of Field
and State Office operations. Products also include expert consultation to NRCS Head-
quarters, Centers, State Offices, Field Offices, and Design Teams.

National Design, Construction, and Soil Mechanics
Center - Design & Construction Staff

Construction Engineer
Dennis Clute, PE
Design Engineers
Tom Brown, PE
Mike Garsjo, PE
Morris Lobrecht, PE
Ken Worster, PE
Geotechnical Engineers
Ben Doerge, PE, GE
Danny McCook, PE
Hydraulic Engineer
Karl Visser, PE
Stream Mechanics Engineer

Director: Johnny Green, PE
Secretary: Vacant

Structural Engineers
Lawrence F. Fragomeli, PE, SE
William Wallace, PE
Geologists

Marie M. Garsjo, PG
Craig Savela, PG
Landscape Architects
Rosanna Brown, RLA
Gary Wells, RLA
Civil Engineering Technicians
Kathy Miller
Juan Renteria
Gregg Tompkins

Jon Fripp, PE
Upcoming Workshops
NDCSMC is scheduled to provide assistance at the following work-
shops. More information and updates on the workshops can be NATIONAL
obtained from the States in which the workshops are scheduled. LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
MONTH

o April 28-May 2: Stream Soil Bioengineering, La Grande, OR
e May 7: Construction Safety Workshop, Salt Lake City, UT
e June 24-27: HEC-RAS Workshop, Spokane, WA

e October 6-10: Streambank Soil Bioengineering, Elko, NV

April 2008 is
National Landscape
Avrchitecture Month

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”




